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Joachim Schumacher: Essen-Vogelheim, Kohlehalde, 1993

Landschaft. Umwelt. Kultur.

On the New Topographics’ Transnational Impact

23.10.-29.11.2015

Works by Hans Aarsman, Theo Baart, Christina Capetillo, Carma Casula,
Jennifer Colten, Jean-Louis Garnell, Rachael Jablo, Joachim Schumacher and
Bettina Steinacker

In 1975, the exhibition New Topographics — Photographs of a Man-altered Landscape in the
George Eastman House in Rochester (USA) provided new impetus for contemporary
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photography. Using the keyword “topographic”, the curator William Jenkins characterized
the objective-neutral, detached approach of the photographers whom he had selected as
their overriding style in which the photographers - with an interest in urban architecture -
made the increasing dichotomy of “nature” and “culture” in the American suburbs into the
subject-matter of their focus. An environmental or even environmentally critical point of view
was not in fact a central theme in the New Topographics Exhibition, although the works of
the New Topographics are very much in the context of the everywhere emerging
environmental consciousness of the 1970s. So this consciousness inspired the orientation of
later works more directly, such as Lewis Baltz’s San Quentin Point from 1982, but also John
Gossage’s The Pond from 1985 (Gossage was not represented in Jenkins’ show).

Today the New Topographics is adjudged to have a greater influence on international art
photography after 1975 and the exhibition is often even understood in the sense of a
movement. At the same time, or soon afterwards, a blossoming of photographic ways of
presentation of culture and landscape can be observed in many western countries which are
close to the keyword of “topographic” as being a presumably neutral stocktaking of the
landscape. The New Topographics can be seen, in particular, as the crucial idea provider for
the program of the Mission photographique de la DATAR with which a French planning
authority from 1984 to 1988 had commissioned twenty-nine photographers to produce
artistic interpretations of the structural transformation of rural France; the exhibition was
also a source of ideas for the Dutch landscape photography of the 1990s which often
resulted from state commissions.

How, however, did the New Topographics Exhibition function as a catalyst for a transnational
photographic interest in the effects of man-made changes to nature? In what way does a
multitude of current works, with the themes of wastelands, edge lands or terrain vagues,
hark back to the New Topographics? What common characteristics can be discerned in the
imagery of the countries, and what national differences and special features can be
recognized in “topographic” landscape depictions from the USA, France, Germany, England,
Spain, Denmark and the Netherlands?

The Braunschweig exhibition project “Landschaft. Umwelt. Kultur. — On the New
Topographics’ Transnational Impact” examines the global influence of the New Topographics
through artistic perspectives from six countries. The exhibition project carries out a
comparison of the photographs and in so doing asks about content similarities but also
about differences in direction and visual conception. In addition, it presents contemporary
environmentally critical representations, which in fact have reference to the New
Topographics but, after forty years of intensive photographic treatment as well as in view of
the intensification of the global climate change in the age of the Anthropocene, do adopt a
more direct ecological perspective.

A publication accompanies the exhibition.
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Duration of the exhibition
Exhibition opening
Press talk

Accompanying program

Exhibition place

Opening hours
Admission charge

Press contact

Main sponsor

Volkswagen Financial Services

Funded by

23.10. -29.11.2015
Thursday, 22.10.2015, 7 p.m.
Thursday, 22.10.2015, at noon

Friday, 30.10.2015,9 a.m. — 6 p.m.

Symposium: From a ,,Topographic* to an ,,Environmental”
Understanding of Space—Looking into the Past and into the
Presence of the New Topographics Movement

Conference venue: Architekturpavillon TU Braunschweig,
Pockelsstraf3e 4, 38106 Braunschweig

In cooperation with the Department Architecture, Civil
Engineering and Environmental Sciences.

Free entrance. Registration required:info@photomuseum.de

Guided tours: Sundays 4 p.m.

Museum flr Photographie Braunschweig e.V.
Helmstedter Strafle 1, 38102 Braunschweig

Tue-Fr1p.m.-6p.m., Sat+Sun11a.m.-6p.m.
2,50€ /1 €reduced

Christin Muller - 0531-75000 - projekte@photomuseum.de

Stadt Braunschweig : ] o o
Kulturinstitut Q% Niedersachsisches Ministerium

py fur Wissenschaft und Kultur
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